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priests are found who will starve all the morning, and say Mass in the afternoon. It is an irregular proceeding, though winked at by the ecclesiastical authorities. Still to attend it is rather discreditable ; it is a middle term between the highly meritorious practice of going to early Mass, and the scandalous one of never going at all.1
' What was the education/ I asked, ' of women under the ancien regime ?'
' The convent/ he answered.
* It must have been better/ I said, ' than the present education, since the women of that time were superior to ours/
* It was so far better/ he answered, ' that it did no harm.    A girl at that time was taught nothing.    She came from the convent a sheet of white paper.    Now her mind is a paper scribbled over with  trash.    The women of that time were thrown into a world far superior to ours, and with the sagacity, curiosity, and flexibility of French women, caught knowledge and tact and expression from the men.
' I knew well/ he continued, ' Madame Rdcamier. Few traces of her former beauty then remained, but we were all her lovers and her slaves. The talent, labour, and skill which she wasted in her salon> would have gained and governed an empire. She was virtuous, if it be virtuous to persuade every one of a dozen men that you wish to favour him, though some circumstance always occurs to prevent your doing so. Every friend thought himself preferred. She governed us by little
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